CHAPTER V

VILLAGE COMMUNITY

EMERGENCE OF NEW VILLAGES :

Predominantly Rayalaseema was a land of villages
and towns and forts were comparatively less in number.
Rayas encouraged migration and adopted the policy of
deforestation and reclamation of new lands.1 This policy
contributed to the emergence of new villages. So the number
of villages in Rayalaseema increased during this period.
Where there was a water shed or a reservoir (or availability
of drinking water), there developed a vlage around ft.2 Life
was veiy simple mud tend was comparatively cheap and bud
tax was not burdensome enough to drive away peasants
from lands.3 Rulers like Saluva Narsimharaya exempted

L C.P. Inscription quoted in PratapaRcddi'sAndhrulaSanghika Charitm P. 298-300. /A
HJLS. Vol. 36. PP 93-98. AM 4:256 M.MSS. Mnt, 6. Attappatti.
2. Appadorai: 'Economic Conditions in South India' Para 3. PP.71-72.
3.  F.E.PP 230-31;-370